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proceed onward to Godhaven to await the arrival of the Thetis
and the Bear. In going north, a quantity of coal had been
landed at Upernavik as a reserve, and as soon as this was taken
on board and the Eskimo pilot discharged, a good-by was said
to Governor Elborg and the settlement at Upernavik on the after-
noon of July 3d. As the relief ships steamed out of the harbor,
the Governor honored their departure with a salute of six guns,
which had to be acknowledged by steam whistles and by dipping
the colors as there were no cannon on board.

Although the ice had not disappeared, the passage south was
not much interrupted as far as the "Waigat Straits. The day
following was July 4th, our natal day as a nation, and at noon,
although it was snowing, the national flags were displayed at the
mastheads. Passing Waigat Straits the ice was left behind, and
with it the sensation of striking and butting the pack ice to which
all hands had grown so accustomed in the 1,300 miles of work in
the ice-fields which had been passed through. It must be ad-
mitted that it took some time to become used to the ships in pass-
ing into the open sea, where the rising and falling of waves
was a more familiar and agreeable movement. The Thetis and
Bear arrived at Godhaven on the early morning of July 5th,
and rejoined the Alert and Loch Garry. At this time, poor
Elison's condition had become so grave that the surgeons, after
consultation,, decided that the only chance for his life was to
amputate his feet first and, after a sufficient interval, when the
patient had recovered from the shock, his hands. Exposure to
extraordinary conditions for the long interval at Cape Sabine,
together with the depletion of his reserve of strength owing to
lack of proper food, had done its fatal work, and, despite the
skill and care of the surgeons, poor Elison died quietly and
apparently unconscious the third day after the operation.

Christiansen, the Eskimo, who had perished during the win-
ter at Cape Sabine, was buried at Disco in accordance with the
desire' of Inspector Andersen, who received the body at the land-
ing, accompanied the funeral cortege to the little church and
afterward to the little cemetery, where an Eskimo minister com-
mitted the body to the tomb after an eloquent and beautifully
simple discourse.

The injury to the rudder of the Thetis had been repairede open waterships to reach that cape about 10 P. M.tration of en-
